
Leaving Certificate Accounting 
 
Some advice from a student of Leaving Certificate Accounting.  
 
This student achieved an A1 in Leaving Certificate Accounting. 
 
 
Questions: 
 
In relation to Leaving Cert Accounting, exam papers are the one thing I would focus on!  
 
I always did exam papers from September in 5th year right through to the day before the LC. I found it 
especially helpful to take one topic a day e.g. Control Accounts, and do a past exam question 
completely without looking at the solution, and then go back and correct it. If I found it to be incorrect, 
I would look up where my mistakes were and correct them. The following day I used to go back to the 
exact same question and do it again, then about a week later I did the same question again. 
 
By doing this I remembered the method by which I did the different elements of the question. I found 
the questions to be extremely repetitive and once I understood how to treat a certain entry, I was able 
to do it from then on. Again, by doing questions again and again, I remembered the method. 
 
This is what I did for most questions. By constantly doing exam questions, albeit the same questions, 
I seemed to remember the method.  
 
Over the two years I honestly got more questions wrong than right, this wasn't something to be 
worried about. 
 
Accounting was just absolute practice.  
 
The key to getting questions right was to continually revise them.  
 
At one stage I hadn't done a Control Account for about 3 months and when I went back to revise it I 
hadn't a clue how to do it. (I wouldn't advise avoiding topics). If one topic is revised per week, it is 
easier to remember how to do them.  
 
Using marking schemes was also very good in my opinion, but do not get addicted to them. Learn 
definitions and use the points of information listed in the marking scheme, but do not take it for 
granted. There is a very good phone app I used for accessing marking schemes called 'Past Papers' 
which I would recommend to everyone. http://past-papers-app.com/ 
 
Theory:  
 
With regard to the theory part of the course, I found the revision sheet my teacher gave me to be very 
handy. For most of the theory, I just learned if off by heart. Several times I had to come up with an 
answer on the spot, and when this happened I imagined if it was me in the company’s place e.g. why 
the gross profit percentage  went down? In order to answer this I thought of all the elements in the 
trading account, thought why sales would reduce in if I owned a shop, I always kept the 
recession/boom in mind, often read articles in the papers such as the Sunday Times etc. which gave 
me a few points too. 
 
Other things that were helpful with theory were things such as watching the news on RTE in the 
evening, reading the news on the RTE News Now app which I had on my phone. Most of the theory 
from the Accounting course were mentioned at some stage. This was also of massive help for LC 
Business in terms of examples and understanding of different concepts. 
 
Timing: 
 
Timing is very tight in the Accounting exam and so if you exceed the time allowed for a certain part of 
a question, you have to move on to the next part. If you stay on the same question you will definitely 
lose more marks than you would have if you moved on to the next question. 

http://past-papers-app.com/


 
It is a good idea to get the theory part over quickly. A few lines of writing contains a lot of marks and 
so it is an easy way to pick up marks as most of the theory is basic enough, all of which was 
mentioned in our class last year numerous times! 
 
I found it very helpful to time myself at home doing questions in 6th year. When I was most familiar 
with questions I could do the 60 markers in 21 minutes and the 100 markers in 35 minutes on 
average. This allowed me time in the exam to go a bit slower. (I finished the last bit of the last 
question in the Accounting exam with 1 minute to spare). Again at the beginning of 5th year it took me 
over an hour to do a Control Account, but with practice I sped up huge amounts!  
 
Exam Advice: 
 
Read the exam paper several times before attempting a question but do not over do it! 
 
I often worked out small calculations on the exam paper page before doing the question e.g. small 
depreciation calculations, investment interest etc. Then I could check my answers I got on the exam 
booklet against the ones I got on the exam paper. 
 
I also circled small things, wrote lots of information on the exam papers, crossed out things that 
weren't needed, highlighted the most important things. If I wasn't sure what to do with a certain entry, I 
left it for a few minutes and went back to it.  
 
One thing I would advise is not to go back and change things unless you are 100% certain. Do not let 
second thoughts cross your mind unless you are completely certain about what you are doing. 
 
 
 
As I said, constantly doing questions and revising the methods is the key to doing well in Accounting!! 
I think it is possible for anyone to get an A1 in Accounting if they want to, and if they put in the 
practice. 

 


